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God calls us all 

To know Christ and make him known 

 Within our congregation  

      In our parish  

           Throughout our city  

                And beyond  

By Worshipping God  

      Building faith  

           Spreading the Good News  

                Serving in Christ's Name  

                     Bringing help and healing and hope  

That God may be glorified  

      Christ's Kingdom advanced,  

           and lives changed.  

 

“Go... and make disciples” 
 
 

 
éIF SO  
please either fill in the form below, cut out and leav e in the box on the Welcome Desk,  
or if preferred, telephone or email the Church Office.  

%  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 

 REQUEST FOR HOSPITAL OR OTHER PASTORAL VISIT 
 

NAME :- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
ADDRESS :- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
PHONE NUMBER :- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
 
×××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××××× 
 
PERSON MAKING REFERRAL :- . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
     
PHONE NUMBER :-  
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News from our Interim Moderator  

Pastoral Letter  

Dear Friends,  

As a congregation, you have voted unanimously to elect the Rev Kenneth 

Stott to be your next minister  and with a planned induction date of 

Wednesday 15th  November, my work as your Interim Moderator enters its 

final phase.  I cannot tell you how delighted I am that there was such a 

resounding vote for his election.  I have known Kenny for more than 30 

years since we were students together and I know him to be a man of 

integrity, humility and grace who submits himself to the Word of God in 

the conduct of his ministry.  I warmly commend him and Anne to your 

prayers in the days and months ahead as I offer the assurance of my own 

ongoing prayers for all of you.  

Over the last year of vacancy, I have been deeply privileged to work with 

your elders as they have begun to clarify their vision for the coming 

years.  In particular, they have committed the congregation intentionally 

to ministry and mission both in Tulloch and Fairfield and in the City 

Centre, and as part of that commitment they have refreshed the vision 

for parish work through TullochNET and have begun to look at 

partnerships in the city centre and the p otential of a major overhaul of 

the church halls and the other buildings in the pend.  Pray with me that 

these developments will bear fruit in God's purposes in the coming years.  

A much greater challenge has been faced in seeking the way forward in 

the rea lm of public worship.  What is clear to me, as I prepare to leave 

you in the hands of your new minister, is that neither  the current forms 

of worship at 9.30 or at 11am are entirely fit to meet the challenges of 

these days and that there have to be changes  of some kind.  Crucially, 

neither of these services is retaining families with children nor attracting 

new ones, and I believe that there has to be a letting go of dearly -held 

traditions in both 'camps' and a lifting up of Christ in your midst that He 
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may draw many to Himself, for it is He alone who can do that. The fact 

that there were equally good reactions (and equally bad ones!) from people 

across the spectrum to the single services experiment and to what I 

wrote in the August North News  probably means that the right nerves 

were jangled.  I recognise that it is easier for me to cause upset than to 

offer a way forward but if I have helped to concentrate minds, then my 

job has been done.  

Thank you to the many of you who gave written feedback ð all of it i s 

being taken account of and will provide food for thought and prayer for 

the Session and the new minister in the months ahead.  As I would have 

expected, some aspects which were welcomed by some were equally 

resisted by others ð time, style, music etc.  W e all need to remember that 

our worship and fellowship needs to be honouring to God and accessible to 

those outwith the church as well as something that 'suits' us.  But one 

thing shone through the feedback that may prove important in shaping 

worship in th e future, namely the value placed by many on the great 

variety of gifts exercised by a great many members during these services.  

I am sure that your new minister will want to encourage and develop that 

in your life as a church.  Where will that lead you?  That's for you to 

discover, not me.  

If there is a message I would leave with you as I depart, it would be in the 

words of the apostle Paul to the Ephesians:  òSubmit yourselves to one 

another out of reverence for Christ.ó  (Eph.5:21)   May God bless you 

r ichly as you walk forward together as disciples of Christ and as 

ambassadors of Christ in a community where so many still need to discover 

the love of Christ.  

Yours in Christ, Alan D Reid , Interim Moderator  
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Prayer Opportunities       There are regular prayer meetings in the North Church.          

    Prayer Time ς Mondays 7.30-8.30pm in the Office and at home a 
few minutes before going to bed                                   
      Prayer Drop-in - Thursdays at 11.45 am to 12.30 pm in the Youth 
Room and has started again after the summer break 

      Prayer Breakfast - First Saturday of each month 8.30 am to l0 am 
in the New Hall 
       

You are encouraged to attend any of these, however you may also leave a 
prayer request with any member of the groups.   Alternatively, send an e-mail 
to: prayer@perthnorthchurch.org.uk with your request also stating whether 
you wish to remain anonymous.   The items will not go further than the groups 
unless so requested.  If anyone would like to have prayer points appear in the 
Prayer Diary, please e-mail ncprayerdiary@gmail.com with your request.  
 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  

 
 

              October / November                    

Reminders  

                 

 

 

 

        
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Deadline for next edition 

 North News   

12 noon 

Sunday 12th November 2017 

 

KIRK SESSION MEETING 
The next Kirk Session Meeting will be on Tuesday 7 th  November 2017   

 

The next pick up from the Asda car park is:  

Tuesday 11.30 ς 1.15 on 3rd October and 7th November 2017 

mailto:prayer@perthnorthchurch.org.uk
mailto:ncprayerdiary@gmail.com
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CHURCH FLOWERS   

 

 

 

We are most grateful to the following for supplying the flowers in church 

this month and to all anonymous donors.  

Date    Name    Date         Name      

  
01 October   Kate King      05 Nov  Heather Neil    

08 October   Kathleen Ogilvy    12 Nov  Remembrance Sunday  

15 October   Gil Forbes     19 Nov  Mary Cairncross  

22 October   Inez Girvan    26 Nov  Liz Hood & Evelyn  Coulter   

29 October   Dot Weaks       

         

Please contact the Church Office if you require into the church to arrange 

flowers .   Please note the times for the Church Officer being available on a 

Saturday morning vary so please contact the church office  in advance to arrange 

a time.  

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

 

Please see below a very warm thanks to the Flower team from Mrs Caroline Laing , 

one of our church members .   

Over the summer I was as a recipient of a gift of beautiful flowers from the 

North Churchõs morning service.  Through your pages I would like to express my 

gratitude for such kindness.  When one is not feeling well to be remembered in 

this way is a great encouragement. 

It is marvellous to have a team of dedicated, faithful members who arrange the 

flowers each week and then organise them to be distributed.  I am sure there 

are many who would echo my sentiments and wish to express their thanks to 

everyone involved in this valuable ministry.  

Thank you  x 

 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>  
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Walking Club (Winter  walks 2017)  

    

 

   

Sat 14 th  October      Sat 11 th  November  

Tullybaccart and Lundie Craggs     Blythswood Shoebox appeal   

5.5 miles ï some climbing      Custom checking day ï North Church 

        Please help if you can 

     

Mon 30th Oct ober        Mon 27 th  November    

Five mile wood, Stanley  Fowlis Wester and Loch Mealbrodden 

5miles - fairly level 5 miles ï Uphill to start then tracks and 

paths 

      

All walks meet at Broxden Park & Ride car park leaving at 9:30 am prompt. We 
share transport to minimise the number of cars at the starting off point for the walk.  
Passengers are asked to contribute £2 towards the cost of travel to the driver . New 
members are always welcome (tel. Martin Knight on 07751990091)  

 

Winter Walks  

The Winter Walk list is now available to uplift from the Church welcome desk or 

from the Church Office. 

Annual Dinner  

The Annual Dinner was a great success. Forty five people attended, this included 
members, ex members and guests. Memories of the past twenty five years were 
shared and photographs and memorabilia were on display.  Marion Ramage, the 
first Walking Club secretary, cut the cake.  The evening was enjoyed by all and our 
thanks once again to Liz Thomson for organising the event. 

 

New members are always welcome and please bring along a friend. Telephone the 
Chairperson, Martin Knight on mob. 07751990091 
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Perth North Book Club  

Book Club Review 

 

How do we practice ófaithful presenceô for Christ in our daily lives within our own 

parish and communities? This question was the focus for much discussion at a 

North Church book group held over several weeks in early summer led by the Rev. 

Grant MacLaughlan.  

The group studied the findings of a recently published book, óThe New Parishô 

written collaboratively by three American Pastors.  They claim their approach and 

thinking can help churches ñbreathe new life into the ancient notion of parishò and 

ñweave a fabric of care into our communitiesò giving the church a fresh and relevant 

expression in an age of secularism, materialism and dwindling church attendance. 

It was agreed that the Church has much to celebrate in already practising ófaithful 

presenceô in the community for example through the Open Door caf®, Nosh at North 

and involvement in Street Pastors. Within Tulloch, part of the North Church parish 

there is the work of the team at the Hub and the new jointly-run community / church 

café there.  

The group acknowledged there were existing óassetsô (to use American terminology) 

within the membership of the church with gifting and skills in areas such as 

business, education, and care giving. These could be further harnessed and 

practiced to build relationships of trust and integrity within the wider community such 

as in Perth City Centre, Tulloch, Fairfield and beyond. 

Ideas to practice as individuals or as part of a group include: 

¶ Walking the streets of your community 

¶ Praying for your community 

¶ Engaging with your community and environment to discern what God is 

already doing 

Perth North Book Club 

 

Copies of the book óThe New Parishô by Paul Sparks, Tim Soerens and Dwight 

J Friesen are available free from book club members. 

 

Note from the Editor  

Sincere apologies to all the members of the Book Club that this article was not published in the last edition of North 

News. 
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We started this session on the 1st September and 21 boys turned up. The next 

week we had 25 boys and we now have 26 on our roll.  We have lost three boys 

to the roll but we have had five new boys join. This means we now have 5 

Anchors, 10 Junior and 11 Company boys. I am visiting two schools over the 

next month and waiting to hear from another. We are always looking for new 

boys, so if you know any please ask them to come along one evening just to see 

if they like it. I am pleased to say that most of the boys turn up every week and 

their parents say they are enjoying it, so we must be doing something right. 

We have had a number of parents volunteering to help to avoid us closing and 

we are so appreciative of their essential support. 

The Junior Section are having an overnight stay in Bankfoot on the 23rd/24th 

September and 12 boys will be going to this. They also have a full programme of 

sports coming up. 

The Company Section have also a full programme of sports and I have just had 

my Expedition Leaders Gold Certificate renewed so will now arrange to start the 

walks on a Saturday again. We are also hoping to include climbing, shooting and 

table tennis this session. 

Our annual Coffee Morning to raise funds to pay our dues to the BB 

Headquarters and allow free walks etc. for the boys is on Saturday 18th 

November from 10-11.45am and we really look forward to seeing you all on that 

morning.  Your support and in particular the usual squad of helpers are just so 

appreciated to make the morning another success. 

We finish on Friday 6th October for two weeks and commence on the 27th 

October up until the 15th December, when we close down for Christmas.  

Remembrance Sunday is on the 12 November.  

Once again, thanks to all the Officers and helpers who make it possible to 

continue God’s good work. 

Kenneth Simpson, Captain (mob. 07740877511) 
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Shoe Box Appeal Launch Coffee Morning 

The Support Group would like to thank Provost Dennis Melloy for giving his time to launch 

the local 2017 Blythswood Shoe Box Appeal at the Coffee Morning, we would also like to 

thank the people that donated home baking, books or toys for the stalls and everybody who 

came along and supported the event. 

 

2017 Shoe Box Appeal 

Thank you to everybody that supported last yearôs appeal with 4,161 boxes custom checked 

and sent from Perth helping bring joy and smiles to the faces of poor people in Romania as 

they celebrated Christmas with the hope and love given by Jesus. We pray that with the support 

of North Church members and the local community this yearôs Appeal will be as successful, 

to help members take part a shoe box appeal leaflet is included in your North News. We would 

ask you to ñMake someone happy this Christmasò remembering that things we take for 

granted can often be luxuries for people living in desperate poverty when they receive a gift 

filled shoe box. 

The Support Group started organising a local collection and Custom Checking in 2001 since 

then over 75,250 gift filled shoe boxes have been sent from Perth to Romania. We look forward 

to receiving your support again this year. If you are giving a donation towards the transport 

costs of the shoe boxes and pay tax, we would ask you to please consider completing the Gift 

Aid form and allowing Blythswood to claim back the tax.  

Please include the Suggested Items in your shoe box and note the information about 

sweets. 

  

Pre-wrapped Shoe Boxes  

Wrapped shoe boxes will be available for a donation from the church front vestibule between 

Sunday morning services during October and 5th November, also Monday to Friday from the 

Church Office (10am to Noon) and Open Door Cafe (2 ï 4pm) until Friday 10th November. 

 

Filled Shoe Boxes 

Please because of the limited storage available in the church halls; do not bring filled shoe 

boxes to the Church before Sunday 22nd October, with NO bulk deliveries before Monday 

6th November with Friday 10 th November the last date for bringing filled Shoe Boxes to 

the Church ready for the Custom Checking on Saturday 11th November.  

 

Volunteer Help required 

During bulk delivery week from Monday 6th November to Wednesday 8th November 10am to 

Noon also on Thursday 9th and Friday 10th November 10am to 4pm we would welcome 

volunteers to help unload the cars and take the boxes into Youth Room / Main Hall. 

 

Blythswood Care 
Perth Support Group  

Perth Support Group 
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Custom Checking Day Saturday 11th November  

We would invite everybody that would like to help with the Custom Checking (male/female) 

no matter age to add their name to the volunteers list in the church vestibule or church office. 

Then come along for as long as you can between 9am and approx 4pm on Saturday 11th 

November and enjoy the fellowship, fun and food while undertaking the rewarding task of the 

Custom Checking process, checking the boxes, packing them into the cartons and loading them 

onto the Blythswood lorry. The longer you stay the more opportunity you will have to enjoy 

tea, coffee, juice with home baking to keep you nourished, donations of home baking for 

custom checking day would be most welcome. Because of the limited area available for storing 

coats can we ask volunteers please do not to bring handbags, sports bags, shopping bags with 

you to Custom Checking.   

 

Thank you for your continued support 

Dennis J Brown 629571 Perth Support Group   

 

Transforming Lives through Christian care for body and soul 

Blythswood is a Registered Charity SC 021848 

>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>>> 

   Guild News      

  

The new Guild session is well underway with two very enjoyable evenings being 

had in September already. The theme for this year is ‘Go in Love’ and our 

meetings will explore this message in a variety of ways.  We have an enjoyable 

programme arranged over the next few weeks and everyone in our church 

family will be made very welcome. The Guild meets on the 2nd and 4th 

Wednesday of the month usually starting at 7.30pm in the (small) Church Hall. 

Our October and November meetings are as follows: 

11th October – Just Moving 

25th October – Teenagers in Tanzania 

8th November – Second Hand Rose 

22nd November – Let’s Stick Together 

I hope that you find these titles intriguing and you come along to find out more. 

See you at the Guild! 
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Christmas Tree Festival 
 

A small group has been gathered to organise a Christmas Tree Festival in the 

Church and gardens for early December. The Festival is intended to be an 

inspiring display in the midst of all the hustle and bustle of Christmas 

nowadays. All the trees will be d ecorated by groups or individuals in our North 

Church family and is intended to provide a quiet time to reflect on the meaning 

of Christmas and the abundance of gifts God has given us.  

 

The Festival will be open from Wednesday 6 th  December until Friday 8 th  

December in the afternoons and early evenings and Saturday 9 th  December 

from 10am -4pm.  To make this a real success we need people to help in many 

ways: 

¶ Setting up prior to opening  

¶ Stewarding  

¶ Guiding people through the display  

¶ Serving refreshments  

¶ Other unforeseen as yet tasks!  

 

Please can you contact Evelyn Shearer,  tel. 575057 or Pat Currie tel. 

631784 with offers of help.   We would also appreciate your prayer for this 

first Christmas Tree Festival?  

 

Thank you!  
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News from the Kirk Session 

 

Presbytery Office – The Presbytery Office has now moved into a room on the 

first floor of the Tryst Building.  We welcome Liz Cameron, the part time 

Presbytery Secretary and of course Colin Caskie who holds the position of 

Presbytery Clerk. 

The New Manse – We now have the keys of the new Manse – the address is 2 

Cragganmore Place.  The next few weeks will be spent getting it ready for our 

new Minister and family. 

City Centre Buildings – At its last meeting, the Kirk Session heard a report from 

a small group set up to review what refurbishment or development should be 

undertaken to our city centre buildings.  The potential receipts from the sale of 

the High Street flats together with those from the earlier sale of the 

Craigieknowes manse will provide for at least part of the costs of any project 

that we decide to take forward.  As a preliminary stage the group is consulting 

with current and potential users to determine what may be needed.  We are 

looking beyond use on a Sunday and midweek by the church family, to see what 

role we may have in showing God’s love by serving those who live and work in 

the city centre. 

Kirk Session Retreat – We are looking forward to meeting in retreat on Saturday 

28th October at the Bankfoot Church Centre when Alan will lead us as we 

prepare for a new ministry. 

Our Interim Moderator – The Kirk Session is indebted to Rev Alan Reid for 

moderating our meetings and providing sound leadership during this 12 months 

or so of vacancy. There will be an opportunity to convey our thanks and those of 

the congregation at the time of the Induction in November. 

Please continue to remember the Kirk Session in your prayers. Our next ordinary 

meeting is on Tuesday 7th November.  As always, if you would like any more 

information on any of the above, please do get in touch – contact details in 

North News. 

Brian Swan, Session Clerk. 
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Out of the Ashes are a pioneering couple from Gloucestershire, using music as part of their 
mission to stand for joy, healing and love in the church; energising weary Christians and 
rejuvenating ailing congregations with a message of love, even if it is a bit of a bumpy road 
sometimes. 
 
Eclectic in sound and inclusive in vision, Out of the Ashes is the creation of Gloucestershire 
husband-and-wife duo Penny Lyon and Kevin Washburn, who will be in concert in Perth North 
Church on Saturday evening 21st October at 7.30pm. 
 
Youôve not heard Christian music like this before! A bold claim but the songs of Penny and Kevin 
illuminate raw issues of faith in an inspiring blues, swing and jazz musical style not often seen on 
the mainstream church circuit and the Christian message is clear throughout.  
 
Alongside their music, Out of the Ashes are set to spread a positive message of inclusivity. A 
cornerstone of the duoôs mission is the message that it is never too late to be used by God and 
take new steps forward in life. In Pennyôs words: ñYou ainôt done yet!ò 
 
The concert is free to attend, though donations to cover costs will be gratefully received. 
 

Saturday 21st October 7.30pm Perth North Church 
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                                   Church Register  

 

 
 
 

Deaths  

July  
17th July 2017   Mrs Jessie Gibson 
30th July 2017   Mrs Grace Brown 
 

August  
7th August 2017   Mrs Doreen English 
26th August 2017   Mrs Anna MacDonald 
August 2017   Mr Callum Leitch 
 

óBlessed are the dead that die in the Lordô 
 

Transferences   

1st  August 2017   Mr Stephen Gorton 
1st  August 2017   Mrs Madeleine Gorton 
9th  August 2017   Mr Norman McPherson 
9th  August 2017   Mrs Heather McPherson 
11th August 2017      Mrs Lesley Montgomery 
21st August 2017   Mrs Hazel Robertson 
 
6th September 2017  Mrs Rosemary Forsyth 
7th September 2017   Mrs Doreen Williams 

 
Roll Keeper:  Mr. Alex Boyd, 22 Lingay Court.   Tel (01738) 629829  

Holy Communion is celebrated on the last Sunday of each month at 

the services detailed below:- 

At 9.30 am service:  January, April, July and October 

At 11am service:  February, May, August and November 

At 6.30pm service:  March, June, September and December 

After the lunchtime service on the following Thursdays: Last 

Thursday in January, Maundy Thursday (Holy Week), last Thursday 

in August and Advent Thursday. 
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Mill Street/209 High Street Perth, PH1  5PB  

Services on Sundays at 9.30 am, 11 am and 6.30 pm  
(Breakfast at 9.30 am service on the last Sunday of each month)  

Thursday lunch times ï 1 pm to 1.15 pm  
(snack lunch in the church from 12.30 pm) 

Church Office  - Tel. 622298 

Open 10 am - 12 noon Monday to Friday 
(a telephone answering service is available outwith these hours) 

E-mail: info@perthnorthchurch.org.uk 
    Web site: www.perthnorthchurch.org.uk  

fghfghfghfgh 

Locum Minister: 
Rev J Colin Caskie                           
E-mail:  j colincaskie@gmail.com            Tel:  445543  
 
Interim Moderator: 
Alan Reid    
E-mail:    areid@churchofscotland.org          Tel:  01577  862952  
 
Session Clerk: 
Brian Swan      
E-mail:brianr.swan@gmail.com                            Tel: 442798  
 

Treasurer: 
David  King       
E-mail: davidjking1@hotmail.com                             Tel: 620977  
 

Safeguarding Co-ordinator:  
Liz Hood                    Tel: 627771  
 
North News Editor 
Carol Kynaston         

E-mail:  cakynaston@gmail.com       Tel: 636547  

 

mailto:info@perthnorthchurch.org.uk
http://www.perthnorthchurch.org.uk/
mailto:colincaskie
mailto:areid@churchofscotland.org
mailto:davidjking1@hotmail.com
mailto:cakynaston@gmail.com

